
Dear Mary Queen of Heaven Family, 

Prayerful greetings! I can not wait to see you all. 

A good Shepherd who is a great inspiration for me is Fr. Damian of Molokai. In 

1858 the Hawaiian government use the island of Molokai as a leper settlement.  It 

was known as a living graveyard because there was no cure for this disease.  Once 

people contracted the disease they were taken to the island by force and never 

again saw their family. There was no food and these poor sick lepers were 

supposed to die on that island but Fr. Damian at his own request and with the 

permission of the bishop, decided to minister in Molokai as their resident priest.  

Fr. Damien knew that having served on the island he would never be allowed to 

leave the island due to the nature of the disease. There was often more than one 

funeral every day and for a long time Fr. Damien was the only one to help them. 

Not only did he help them spiritually but in every other way such as digging the 

lepers’ graves and making their coffins.  Twelve years after he started to minister 

on the island, he began to notice his first symptoms of this terrible disease. He 

continued to help for as long as he could but he died three years later 

This story is a great inspiration for me and leads me to remember everyone who 

sacrificed their time, talents and resources for me.  I want to thank them. Let us 

also remember all the people who sacrificed their life for us. Let us remember the 

people who are currently risking their lives for our life. During this pandemic, 

many doctors, nurses, police, fire fighters and leaders of our nation are spending 

their time for us. I may strongly recommend that you to send a thank you letter or 

make a call to them to express your gratitude. When we are thankful, we will be 

joyful! 

As part of my way to express gratitude, I will be making a few phone calls to our 

parishioners each day. I hope you will not hang up the phone when you hear my 

voice.  

Finally, let us ask for the grace to give our time, talents, resources for others. 

Let the Miracle happen with gratitude! 



God bless, 

Fr. Niby Kannai 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


